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This Background Guide in Brief  is an abbreviated version 
of  your committee’s Background Guide, and should provide 
you with a roadmap for important themes and topics as 
you begin preliminary research on the committee topic. This 
document is simply one resource available to you as you 
prepare for HMUN China, and all delegates are strongly 
urged to read and study the full Background Guide for 
their committees. Background Guides will be released on 1 
November, 2019. Good luck with your preparation!

If  the United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is 
likened to the original Star Wars trilogy—an 
era-defining masterpiece whose impact on 
the international community would endure 
for decades—the International Committee on 
Intellectual Cooperation (ICIC) can be likened 
to the prequels—setting the groundwork and 
background for the final product, but not 
necessarily with the best execution.

The ICIC was meant to advise the League of  
Nations—similarly, the precursor to the United 
Nations founded following the end of  the First 
World War. When it did ultimately close in 1946, 
it transferred its legacy physically (in the form of  
its archives and publications stored at the Paris 
Institute) and symbolically (in the form of  its 
goals and mission) to UNESCO. 

UNESCO’s work regarding education since 
its founding has mostly manifested in hosting 
conferences (on specialized topics, for example, 
on the education of  engineers, on physical 
education, on environmental education), writing 
reports (for example, the World Survey of  
Education in 1952, the first major comparative 

study of  global educational systems), and 
disseminating statistics (for example, in March 
1952, collaborating with 120 member states and 
the United Nations Commission on the Status 
of  Women, communicating the first report 
that indicated that education for women is far 
behind that of  men). In the early 1960s, as more 
less developed nations began to join the United 
Nations, and as more research began to surface 
on the importance of  integrating educational 
planning into the economic and social planning 
of  a developing nation, UNESCO began to 
champion greater consideration for education in 
other UN bodies. This led to the establishment 
of  regional institutes to train senior education 
personnel, as well as the creation of  the 
International Institute for Educational Planning 
(IIEP) in July 1963.

“This Declaration is a huge step forward. It reflects 
our determination to ensure that all children, 
young people and adults gain the knowledge 
and skills they need to live in dignity, to fulfil 
their potential and contribute to their societies 
as responsible global citizens. It encourages 
governments to provide learning opportunities 
through life, so that people can continue to grow 
and be on the right side of  change. It affirms that 
education, a fundamental human right, is the key 
to global peace and sustainable development.” 
(Irina Bokova, Director-General of  UNESCO)

Imagine this. It’s May 2015. You’re the education 
minister of  your home country. You just got off  
the plane at the Incheon International Airport 
in South Korea and are heading to the World 
Education Forum. It’s a big year. The last time 
one of  these happened was fifteen years ago, and 
a lot has happened since then. Technology has 
revolutionized education around the world. The 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have 
come and gone. They announced a new Star Wars 
move. Truly, a ground-breaking decade-and-a-
half. And now, on the cusp of  the fifteen years 
to come, you are tasked with reflecting upon the 
successes and failures of  the MDGs and outlining 
a new path forward. 

Figure 1: UNESCO Headquarters in Paris
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That was the tasked faced by the international 
community almost five years ago, and following 
four days of  debate at the World Education 
Forum, (co-convened by UNESCO, United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), UN Women, and the World 
Bank), they released the Incheon Declaration. 
As described by Director-General Bokova in 
the above quote, the Incheon Declaration is a 
synthesis of  the MDGs, the Education For All 
movement (established in 2000 at the previous 
meeting of  the World Education Forum), and 
the current state of  international education. It 
outlines a broad set of  goals toward improving 
quality of  education, as well as implementation 
mechanisms for those goals. The document itself, 
however, is only six pages long—hardly long 
enough to solve one of  the most impactful and 
universal challenges faced by the international 
community. 

In September 2015, the international community 
came together once again, this time not just 
to discuss education, but to discuss all of  the 
Millennium Development Goals, and to reflect 
on the successes and shortcomings of  the United 
Nations’ flagship initiative for the past fifteen 
years. The result of  the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Summit, was, of  course, the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—a set of  
seventeen goals for the international community 
that constitute “an urgent call for action by all 
countries - developed and developing - in a global 
partnership” and that recognize that “ending 
poverty and other deprivations must go hand-
in-hand with strategies that improve health and 
education, reduce inequality, and spur economic 
growth – all while tackling climate change and 
working to preserve our oceans and forests.” The 
most important goal, for our purposes, is SDG 4: 
“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for 
all.” Following the Sustainable Development 
Summit, UNESCO adopted the Education 
2030 Framework for Action, the document 
that takes that 13-word SDG 4 and expands 
it into a 50+ page outline of  its specific goals, 
implementation strategies, and indicators. This 
document will serve as the guiding framework for 
the international community for the next fifteen 
years, and it will also serve as the framework 
for the full background guide, which will cover 
topics ranging from early childhood development 
to primary and secondary education to gender 
equity.

Figure 2: Students in classrooms around 
the world could benefit from this com-
mittee’s efforts.


