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Background Guide in Brief:   Special Summit on Climate Change, 20552

This Background Guide in Brief  is an abbreviated 
version of  your committee’s Background Guide, and 
should provide you with a roadmap for important themes 
and topics as you begin preliminary research on the 
committee topic. This document is simply one resource 
available to you as you prepare for HMUN China, and 
all delegates are strongly urged to read and study the full 
Background Guide for their committees. Background 
Guides will be released on 1 November, 2019. Good 
luck with your preparation!

As the global temperature increases steadily 
year by year, it is likely that by 2055 (when 
this committee will take place) many parts 
of  the world will be either underwater or 
without access to freshwater.  With no binding 
international agreements in-place prior to our 
committee convening, it is clear that non-binding 
agreements like the Paris Climate Agreement of  
2016 did not have a major impact in preventing 
irreparable damage to our world.  Many low-
lying island nations are rapidly losing access to 
both land and freshwater reserves, and very few 
of  them are prepared for such an eventuality. 

The more specific topic area around which 
delegates will debate encompasses response 
to crises resulting from rising ocean levels--
including both ensuing refugee crises and lack 
of  access to freshwater in certain countries.  
Delegates are encouraged to specifically consider 
lower-lying island nations (both ones currently 
at risk, and ones that have been devastated by 
flooding in recent decades).  The case studies I 
am recommending include those of  the Maldives 

and of  the Federated States of  Micronesia.  The 
Maldives prepared for the world in 2055 by 
purchasing land and houses for their residents 
in mainland India, so as to facilitate a migration 
of  their population to a safer area, even after 
their land was engulfed by seawater, following 
the tsunami of  2045.  Micronesia, however, 
presents a different narrative, as the residents 
of  Micronesia were forced to flee their homes 
due to drought and flooding, throughout the 
course of  the early 2040s.  Most are being 
held in refugee camps and detainment centers 
throughout the South Pacific, namely in 
Indonesia and the Philippines, most hope to 
eventually immigrate to Australia, Europe, or 
the United States.  This refugee crisis is unlike 
any we have seen before, as there is no hope 
that these people will be able to return to their 
lands.  Resolutions that properly address this 
topic should contain a plan to address currently-
displaced populations, as well as a far reaching 
protocol for the future, which addresses what 
to do if  and when other low-lying nations face 
similar crises.

In the wake of  the failed Paris Climate Accords 
and growing global concern surrounding the 
increasing pace and severity, and the resultant 
potential irreversibility, of  climate change, the 
Committee on the Topic of  Climate Change and 
Global Warming was established as a seventh 
“Main Committee” within the General Assembly 
of  the United Nations in February 2020.  There 
had previously been various special sessions 
and discussions within the realm of  climate 
change, addressing crises as they arose, and even 
attempting to pass far reaching resolutions to 
preemptively address the causes of  the climate 
crisis before changes became irreversible.  
Resolutions like those constructed in Paris and 
Kyoto failed to control enough major sources 
of  pollution to curb global warming before 
it reached a crisis level.  This is the situation 
in which we find ourselves today, rather than 
enabled to prevent the onslaught of  global 
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Micronesian culture amongst the population 
that remains.  Additionally, the country’s 
population does not want to be divided up in the 
resettlement process.

The Maldives did prepare for the impact that 
human-caused climate change would have on 
the island nation.  They purchased land in India 
that their population could be moved to in the 
event of  their own land becoming uninhabitable.  
This did come to pass, and the population of  the 
Maldives now is entirely housed on the Indian 
subcontinent.  The issues that this case raises 
are distinct from those of  Micronesia.  The 
concept of  housing an entire population within 
a different country is problematic.  Are these 
people entitled to their own governance? Are 
they entitled to citizenship of  the country in 
which they reside? Are the Maldives in any way 
autonomous?

An appropriate resolution will answer 
the questions posed by these case studies 
in a manner that creates far-reaching 
recommendations for the future that can be 
applied to any other situations related to this 
aspect of  climate change that may happen.

warming before it alters the global standard 
of  living, we are required to deal with the 
repercussions thereof  and, hopefully, prevent 
further damage to the global environmental 
ecosystem.

The Micronesia case study presents a series 
of  issues that are distinct to nations without 
options to fall back on in the case of  flooding 
or loss of  freshwater.  Given that there was little 
early governmental action with regard to climate 
change and its possible future effects on the 
Federated States of  Micronesia, when rising sea 
levels caused seawater (saltwater) to contaminate 
freshwater sources the country had little to 
fall back on and experienced severe drought 
beginning in 2039 and lasting throughout the 
2040s.  This problem was made worse by the 
loss of  inhabitable land (land that is not at a 
frequent risk of  flooding) due, again, to rising 
sea levels.  Micronesians were, thus, largely not 
able to remain on the islands that had been their 
homes for generations, and were forced to flee 
to other nations in the Pacific region.  These 
people have been treated as refugees, though 
their situation is unique from any other refugee 
crises that the world has experienced. There 
is no future ability for them to return to the 
country they came from, and an entire country’s 
population must be resettled.  A factor that must 
be considered is a desire for a maintenance of  


