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This Background Guide in Brief  is an abbreviated 
version of  your committee’s Background Guide, and 
should provide you with a roadmap for important themes 
and topics as you begin preliminary research on the 
committee topic. This document is simply one resource 
available to you as you prepare for HMUN China, and 
all delegates are strongly urged to read and study the full 
Background Guide for their committees. Background 
Guides will be released on 1 November, 2019. Good 
luck with your preparation!

The arrival of  the Anglo-French armies in Ireland 
permanently tied the English monarchs to the 
history of  Ireland. In 1534, a major uprising was 
launched against King Henry VII. This revolt 
was also coupled with the religious outrage that 
had emerged as a result of  Henry’s reformation 
of  the English church, aligning Irish nationalism 
and Roman Catholicism for the first time. After 
another failed uprising at the start of  the 17th 
century, Anglo-Irish earls fled the island for 
mainland Europe. Shortly after, the English began 
the process of  plantation in Ireland by seizing 
Irish and Anglo-Irish lands and distributing them 
to loyalists. Since the plantation focused on six 
specific counties, this region of  Ulster came to 
consist primarily of  Protestant immigrants. As 
Ulster became dominated by the Protestant 
settlers, many native Catholics were displaced and 
forced onto less-arable lands. 

Conflict for control of  Ireland was greatly 
influenced by political and social events that 
unfolded in England. A war between the King 
and Parliament manifested in Ireland as a split 
between the Catholic Irish and the anti-Catholic 
“New English.”  Oliver Cromwell, a Member of  
Parliament who had abolished the monarchy and 
seized power during the war, traveled to Ireland 
to officially claim the island for England. 

Throughout the 18th century, tensions resulted 
in the formation of  groups with political goals. 
Tensions culminated in the rebellions of  1798. 
The uprisings of  1798 prompted England to 
tighten their grip on Ireland. One way in which 
they did so was the Act of  Union of  1800 . This 

legislation officially integrated Ireland into Great 
Britain at the start of  1801. 

In the 1840s, Ireland was ravaged by the “Great 
Famine,” further increasing instability. A home 
rule movement began to gain momentum in 
Ireland in the 1880s . Its supporters wanted 
a new Dublin parliament under the authority 
of  Westminster. After failing several times, the 
Home Rule Bill was passed in 1914. However, 
World War I postponed the implementation of  
the bill as Protestant and Catholics fought side-
by-side as part of  the British forces. 

The tension between nationalists and the 
government became violent on 23 April 1916 in 
an event that has come to be known as the “Easter 
Rising.”  A diverse group of  not only soldiers, but 
also poets, teachers, and intellectuals, proclaimed 
an Irish Republic. The British government 
responded with force and launched an assault on 
Dublin, devastating the city. 

In 1917, the nationalist Sinn Fein party won 
majorities in two by-elections and went on to 
win 73 seats in Parliament. However, Sinn Fein 
did not send representatives to Westminster, and 
instead assembled the first Dáil Eireann in 1919. 

This alternative legislature gathered in Dublin to 
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ratify the Irish republic. The armed group known 
as the Irish Republican Army (IRA) served as the 
official armed forces of  Sinn Fein. These forces 
launched what would become a two-year war 
against the British. A large number of  casualties 
forced negotiations to be resumed in 1920 and 
1921. Eventually the Dáil gave in to the British 
and the northern counties, and by a 64 to 57 vote, 
passed the Anglo-Irish Treaty of  6 December 
1921 that partitioned the island into the six 
counties of  Northern Ireland and the other 26 of  
the Irish Free State . The Irish Free State declared 
independence from the British Commonwealth 
in 1948. 

In Northern Ireland, a parliament was established 
that appeased the Protestants living within the 
territory. The Ulster Unionist Party spoke on 
behalf  of  Protestants in Northern Ireland, 
making it easy for the party to take and maintain 
power under this new system. Unionists 
cemented power in Northern Ireland by changing 
the voting system and redrawing the boundaries 
for elections to maximize votes. The Protestant 
majority governed in its own interests, and 
Catholic opposition was met with discrimination, 
including through distribution of  social services, 
public housing, employment, and education. 

In 1963, Terence O’Neill was selected as the 
next prime minister. British Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson urged O’Neill to address Catholic 
grievances. The Northern Ireland Civil Rights 
Associations (NICRA) emerged in 1967 as more 
of  a guiding force as opposed to an organized 
group. In August 1968, the civil rights movement 
carried out the first protest march. The next 
march occurred on 5 October, 1968, in the city 
of  Londonderry. Police attacks on protesters 
infuriated the local Catholic community, resulting 
in almost daily protests over the next few weeks.  

O’Neill, running out of  options, took a risk in 
calling an election in late February. Although 
O’Neill won with a slim majority, the Unionist 
vote was divided, striking another blow to his 
authority. With few options left, O’Neill soon 

resigned. He was succeeded by James Chichester-
Clark. On 12 August, 1969 a Protestant 
organization carried out its traditional march in 
Londonderry. What started as small skirmishes 
between Protestants and Catholics soon escalated 
to a complete uprising of  the Bogside. Civil rights 
leaders outside of  Londonderry also called on 
their supporters to create diversionary activities in 
other areas. The RUC believed at this point that 
they were facing an armed Catholic uprising and 
began using more direct force. 

As tensions escalated in the north, the Irish 
Taoiseach Jack Lynch discouraged the British 
government from deploying troops to Northern 
Ireland, insisting that a United Nations 
peacekeeping force would be a better alternative. 
Britain has ignored Lynch’s recommendation 
for UN involvement and instead deployed their 
military forces to the streets of  Londonderry at 
5 p.m. on August 14th. Soldiers have also been 
deployed to Belfast, stopping the violence there. 
In the days after the Battle of  the Bogside, Jack 
Lynch sent the Irish Minister for External Affairs 
to the United Nations to speak with officials and 
bring the conflict in Northern Ireland to the 
attention of  the UN Security Council.
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