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This Background Guide in Brief  is an abbreviated version 
of  your committee’s Background Guide, and should provide 
you with a roadmap for important themes and topics as 
you begin preliminary research on the committee topic. This 
document is simply one resource available to you as you 
prepare for HMUN China, and all delegates are strongly 
urged to read and study the full Background Guide for 
their committees. Background Guides will be released on 1 
November, 2019. Good luck with your preparation!

When the Kingdom of  Italy was proclaimed on 
17 March 1861, the city of  Rome lay outside its 
borders, the regions of  the nation were divided by 
history, culture, and language, and the future of  
Italy remained deeply uncertain. In the decades 
following, Italy tried method after method to craft 
a united identity for itself, and though the nation 
has made many steps toward national integration 
since 1861, much work remains to be done.

The Advisors to Giuseppe Conte roots itself  in 
the government of  an Italy that has been mostly 
politically united since 1861, the first time since 
Roman times. A history of  warfare and political 
division in created serious social and cultural 
differences that made unification incredibly 
difficult. Napoleon’s brief  conquest of  Northern 
Italy, however, gave the regions some sense of  
common identity and desire for a united nation. 
After the collapse of  the French Kingdom of  
Italy, desire for Italian showed itself  through a 
wave of  revolts in 1848.

So began the fight for unification, led in great 
part by Mazzini, Garibaldi, and Cavour. Giuseppe 
Mazzini, famous thinker who wrote and published 
in support of  the risorgimento (unification), 
is introduced by historian of  Italy Denis Mack 
Smith as “a republican, a patriot, and by far the 
greatest prophet of  the risorgimento.” Giuseppe 
Garibaldi, born in Nice in 1807, came to lead the 
expedition of  troops known as “The Thousand” 
who began in Sicily and ripped much of  Italy from 
foreign rule, an integral part of  the unification 
effort. Finally, Camillo Cavour, born in Turin in 
1810, was crucial both in making Piedmont the 
home of  the unification and in the success of  
the unification effort itself. Due to the actions of  
these three people and many more, on 17 March 
1861, the Kingdom of  Italy was formed.

The Kingdom of  Italy was faced immediately 
by a long list of  issues and goals. Incorporating 
Venice and Rome into the Kingdom of  Italy 
remained a priority for the Italian government 
in its first years. Conquering Rome in particular 
was difficult in that it called the Catholic Church 
directly into question. And as the now politically 
united Italy sought an identity, the nation sought 
a united language, which was created based on 
the Florentine language. Tragically, Italy also 
sought a sense of  pride and identity by trying to 
become a colonial power. Italy entered the race 
for colonies when colonial powers were already 
hurrying to organize and take large tracts of  land 
internationally. In the end, this effort led to many 
deaths and expenses to the nation, and brought it 
little honor in return.

Soon after the colonization failure, Prime Minister 
Antonio Salandra took power, an “ambitious 
gambler” who did not know that Italy had agreed 
to remain neutral if  a world war broke out. 
Salandra put Italy into World War I assuming that 
the war was about to end. The Italian defeat at 
Caporetto was very costly, but in the end the war 
was won, at great expense. 

The war did much to make the European nations 
drift apart, and one result of  this was the rise of  
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Mussolini and of  fascism. Mussolini succeeded 
in gaining power so quickly by acting in a time 
of  Italian social and political unrest. As Prime 
Minister, Mussolini often used violence to 
silence opposition and boost his own support. 
Mussolini’s movement did not have a clear 
ideology, and for this he was underestimated by 
his opponents. Mussolini eventually outlawed 
the free press, trade unions, and even opposition 
parties, and he crushed free speech of  any sort. 
Finally, Mussolini’s violence and desire for an 
empire led to a second, even worse, round of  
Italian colonialism. 

Mussolini would eventually ally Hitler and fight 
alongside Germany in World War II. This war, 
too, was not short, and the Italian mainland 
became a hub of  the fighting. Mussolini was soon 
removed by parliament and escaped to form a 
fascist government in North and Central Italy, 
called the Republic of  Salò. He was assassinated 
on 28 April 1945, and a referendum on 2 June 
1946 established the Republic of  Italy, no longer 
a fascist dictatorship.

The two decades or so following the creation 
of  the Italian Republic were a prosperous time 
for the nation. Italy opened up to international 
politics and trade during this time, creating a 
boom known as the Italian “economic miracle.” 
The South, however, remained mostly outside 
of  this wave of  development, still plagued by 

organized crime. The “economic miracle” indeed 
ended with labor protests and the “years of  lead” 
began, a period named for the lead of  the many 
bullets shot in extremist revolts. 

Decades later, in 1994, the Northern League 
was created, a party formed against Northern 
aid to the South and advocating an independent 
Northern republic, showing the lasting divide 
between North and South. More positively for 
Italian economics, Italy entered the European 
Monetary System and the European Union (EU) 
during this period. Entering into the EU halved 
Italian inflation and allowed for freer import 
competition on goods and services.

In 1994, accomplished businessman Silvio 
Berlusconi announced the creation of  the Forza 
Italia (“Let’s go Italy”) party, and used his control 
over the media to broadcast propaganda for his 
party. He was elected Prime Minister in 1994 in a 
coalition with the Northern League and the far-
right National Alliance. Berlusconi returned to 
power in 2001 and held this position until 2006. 
He returned a third time in 2008 but resigned in 
2011 amid scandals and public unrest, ending a 
period of  nearly twenty years of  involvement in 
politics.

In 2013, Prime Minister Renzi took power, who 
faced the European migrant crisis- Italy rescued 
over 150,000 migrants in 2014 alone- and the 
rise of  Northern League and the populist, anti-
establishment Five Star Movement. In December 
2016, Renzi resigned after the failure of  a 
referendum he proposed, and Paolo Gentiloni 
took his place temporarily. The elections held on 
4 March 2018 saw the true rise of  the populists, 
with the League and the Five Star Movement 
taking the most votes. The new government was 
approved on 31 May 2018, and this will serve as 
the government of  our committee. 
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