
A Background Guide in Brief 

for the 

Commission on Population and 
Development

Thursday, March 19 to Sunday, March 22



Background Guide in Brief: Commission on Population and Development2

This Background Guide in Brief  is an abbreviated version 
of  your committee’s Background Guide, and should provide 
you with a roadmap for important themes and topics as 
you begin preliminary research on the committee topic. This 
document is simply one resource available to you as you 
prepare for HMUN China, and all delegates are strongly 
urged to read and study the full Background Guide for 
their committees. Background Guides will be released on 1 
November, 2019. Good luck with your preparation!

How are our global urban centers influenced by 
the people who live there? Do certain people 
have more power to alter or re-make these 
urban centers than others do, and if  so, where 
does that power come from? You will be asked 
to consider these questions and others like them 
in the ECOSOC’s Population and Development 
committee. Subtopics of  this committee include 
responses to the redevelopment of  informal 
settlements and subsidy programs that have 
made homeownership affordable to middle- 
and modest-income people. We will draw upon 
a number of  examples from a global context, 
looking into different cases from Kenya, China, 
India, and Singapore in order to understand how 
cities are shaped to accommodate their inhabitants, 
and to comprehend which major actors play a 
role in deciding how this accommodation will be 
structured. Throughout your participation in this 
committee, you will be encouraged to draw upon 
the understanding of  these issues that you have 
gained from your own time as a visitor or resident 
of  a global city, as these experiences will intimately 
inform your comprehension of  the relationship 
between the government, the private sector, and 
the people in the construction of  more equitable 
and sustainable urban centers.

In the first module, you will learn about how 
informal settlements—residential neighborhoods 
that do not have traditional government regulation 
or some number of  basic utilities—have been 
a subject of  focus in a global movement to 
widen access to those basic utilities, and how the 
residents of  those settlements have participated in 
these redevelopment programs. For example, the 
guide will illustrate the history of  Dharavi, Asia’s 

largest informal settlement, which hosts a large 
population of  residents, many local industries (e.g. 
a thriving pottery district), and a tract of  land that 
is considered extremely valuable to the Mumbai 
government and to private companies. Thus, 
many of  the redevelopment plans that have been 
proposed for Dharavi imagine different active 
roles for the local government, the private sector, 
and the residents themselves: these are the key 
stakeholders, and yet it is important to consider 
the degree to which each group is invested in the 
settlement’s redevelopment. You will also learn 
about Kibera, an informal settlement in Nairobi 
that was the recipient of  a U.N. slum rehabilitation 
program called KENSUP. This example will 
give you the opportunity to learn about the 
involvement of  non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) in the redevelopment of  low-income 
residential communities. How can NGOs best 
include the perspectives and power of  local 
residents in their efforts to make a community 
more sustainable and safe for its inhabitants? You 
will be asked to reflect on this question, alongside 
several others. 

Next, the guide focuses on different policy 
pathways intended to make homeownership 
affordable, especially in the context of  a political 
sea-change for a given country. For example, in 
the years after decolonization, Singapore created 
a board of  urban planners and scholars to tackle 

Figure 1: Dharavi, Asia’s largest informal 
settlement
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the issue of  updating residential infrastructure and 
reshaping the major urban center. Singaporean 
urbanization had been guided for many years by the 
interests of  colonial British planners, so that the 
historical example of  Singapore’s redevelopment 
after liberation shows an approach to city-making 
through the combination of  organizational and 
design-based best practices from cities around the 
world. One program that was implemented, the 
Consumer Provident Fund, involved mandatory 
reservation of  a portion of  workers’ paychecks 
to be contributed to a fund that was used to 
build housing and finance citizens’ purchases 
of  the homes that the government built. You 
will read about a different example from China, 
where government programs to finance home 
construction and home buying were kept separate. 
HPF, which was modeled on the Singaporean 
program and similarly takes a cut of  workers’ 
paychecks to finance home buying and give 
loans, and ECH, which takes responsibility for 
the construction of  housing, offer an interesting 
counterpoint to the Singaporean approach, and 

committee delegates will be asked to weigh the 
benefits and costs of  each.

Figure 2: Kibera, an informal settlement in Nai-
robi that was the recipient of a United Nations 
slum rehabilitation program called KENSUP


